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REACTION TO GOVERNOR’S BUDGET REQUEST
There is a fair amount to be concerned about in Governor Walker’s recent budget request for both children and adults with disabilities. We at FSRC advocate that choice,
person-centered, and community supports continue to be available to families in Dane
County. We hope that the principles of self-directed support are not eroded if the Governor’s budget is implemented. For more information and ways to become involved,
please visit websites for Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities, wibpdd.org, Survival Coalition, survivalcoalitionwi.org, and Disability Rights Wisconsin, disabilityrightswisconsin.org. Please take a few minutes to review summaries of the issues, and
express your concerns to members of the legislature. Your family’s story is important.

Please Join us on Friday, June 26 , at the “Duck Pond” for
Madison Mallard’s Baseball when FSRC will be the featured agency for
“Community Connections Night”.
LOOK FORWARD TO…
A FUN evening with families and friends of FSRC!
50/50 Raffle held before and during the game!
Helping raise funds for FSRC and the families we serve!
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2014 FSRC Donors
Thank you for your support!
Achieving Collaborative Treatment
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Cathy & Michael Baer
Alice Bakke
Vicki Ballweg
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Steven Bass
Patti & Jeff Becker
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Mazack
Betty & Thomas Brien
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John Cannerella
Alan Zeuner & Christine CarolloZeuner
Greg & Peggy Christensen
Heather & Jason Cooper
Timothy Dybevik & Kathleen
Crawley-Dybevik
Ronald Dorr
Donald & Jacqueline Duppler
Jane Eisner
Susan & Edmund Elder
Howard & Pam Erlanger
Keith & Lisa Fenhaus
Mark & Theresa Filla
Marc Flood
Grace Frudden
Phil & Andrea Gandolph
Kenneth & Mary Gehring
David Blouin & Claire Gervais
Susan & George Gille
Richard & Kathy Graham
Dianne Greenley
John & Kristine Grigas
Carol & Russell Groves
Eugene Grunewald Jr.

Jane Hilgers & Dennis Harkins
Joseph Herr
Lisa Hoeme
Jeffrey & Terri Holley
Peter Huettl
Ruth Jelliffe
Dave Benton & Pat Kelly
John Klinzing
Doris Knaack
Knights of Columbus, Council
6371
Michelle Koran
Joe Schmitt & Rena Kornblum
Sasha & David Kowalski
Jennifer Krull
Darrell & Shelley Kurtz
Mary & Ronald Locast
Michael & Delia Markham
Lance Eric Martin
James & Sharon Maynard
Elizabeth & James McCarthy
Geoffrey & Katherine McCloskey
Belen & Rafael Medina
Amber Lea Messer
Thomas Spidell & Heidi MeyerSpidell
Kim Miller
Jana & Jeffrey Moore
Jane Moorman
Nicole & Cory Morrisard
Lorraine Narvaez
Christiana Newton
Nancy Nigl
Debbie Notstad
Lisa & Patrick O'Leary
Rodney & Patsy Opsal
Jennifer & Chris Patton
Paola Perez-Meyer
Ted & Debra Peterson
Phoebe R & John D Lewis Foundation
Sheila B. Przesmicki

Andrea Romine
Jason & Jacqueline Rudolph
Gregory Schmidt & S Sinikka
Santala
Katheryn Schmitt
Ken & Gail Simmons
Jessica & Kevan Smith
Rebecca Snell
Mary Sykes
Kristi & Lee Thorson
David & Nancy Topp
Thomas & Sandra Vandervest
Marylou Waak
Mark Whitcomb & Sarah West
Whitcomb
Paul White
Terry Geurkink & Sally Wilmeth
Scott Wilson
Paul & Margaret Wirtzfeld
WPS Health Insurance

In Kind Contributors
Allison Smith Foundation
AT&T Telecom Pioneers
Brennan’s Market
Culligan Water Treatment
Gaylord Catering
Ladybug the Clown
Logan’s Heart and Smiles
Madison Concourse Hotel
Madison Mallards
Madison West Baymont Inn
and Suites
Nuria Moffat
Schoep’s Ice Cream
Silly Yak Bakery
Topper’s Pizza

And the many special
volunteers who helped
make our 2014 activities
a great success!
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Agency News
WELCOME MaiSee!

Nyob zoo! Hello! My name is MaiSee Thao,
and I am excited to be a new addition to the
FSRC family. I am Hmong and I am fluent in
both English and Hmong. I come from a family of 8 and was born in Oklahoma. My family
moved to Madison when I was 5 years
old. Growing up in Madison, I had the pleasure of attending elementary school through
high school in the Madison Metropolitan
School District. I continued my education at
UW Madison in the School of Social Work.
After college, I worked for Dane County Parent Council – Head Start. There, I had the
opportunity to work closely with preschool
aged kids with a variety of physical and developmental disabilities and their families. Working alongside the school district, I
have experiences with many professionals,
including speech therapists, occupational
therapists and mental health specialists. I
enjoy working with kids of all ages and am
open to the idea that I can always learn
more. After working with Head Start for 5
years, I wanted a change in my career. I
want to be more proactive in learning and
advocating for individuals with disabilities.

Things that I enjoy doing when I am not at
work are playing sports, fishing, watching
football and spending time with my family
and their yorkies, Choco and Quimby. Also, I
love to travel because I get to enrich myself
in different cultures and lifestyles whether it’s
traveling to New Orleans, Seattle, or to another country. In December 2012, I traveled
with my mother to her birth place, Laos. We
stayed for a month in the mountains of Laos,
in the village of Xieng Khuang. It has been
one of the most rewarding personal experiences I have had. I am looking forward to
working with and building relationships with
the families at FSRC.

SAVE THE DATE!
FSRC’s Annual Picnic is
Saturday, August 29th,
at McKee Farms Park!

2015 Call for Models
The Call for Models for the 2015 Fashion
Show for All Abilities is now open!
The
Waisman Center is looking for men, women,
and children to participate in the 9th Annual
Fashion Show for All Abilities, taking place on
Friday evening, May 29, 2015, at the Monona
Terrace Community and Convention Center in
Madison.
The Call for Models Application Forms or for
more
information
visit
http://
cow.waisman.wisc.edu/fashionshow.html
Completed applications can be submitted
through March 27, 2015. Individuals who
have not previously modeled in the Fashion
Show will get first priority.
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Community News
ABLE Act

Important New Resource for Families

On December 19, 2014, President Obama signed into law the Achieving Better Life Expectancy
(ABLE) Act. This Act allows people with disabilities and their families the opportunity to create
a tax exempt savings account that can be used for maintaining health, independence, and quality of life.

Key Components include:


Any contributor—such as a family member, a friend, or the disabled person—could establish
an ABLE account for an eligible beneficiary. An eligible beneficiary could have only one
ABLE account, which must be established in the state in which he/she resides (or in a state
that provides ABLE account services for his/her home state).



An ABLE account may not receive annual contributions exceeding the annual gift-tax exemption. Additionally, a state must provide adequate safeguards to ensure aggregate contributions to an ABLE account do not exceed the state-based limits for 529 accounts.



An eligible beneficiary would be a child who meets Supplemental Security (SSI) program’s
disability standard for children or an adult who meets the SSI program’s disability standard
for adults, provided that the adult’s disability occurred before age 26.



Qualified disability expenses would be any expenses made for the benefit of the disabled
beneficiary related to education; housing; transportation; employment training and support;
assistive technology and personal support services; health, prevention, and wellness; financial management and administrative services; legal fees; expenses for oversight and monitoring; funeral and burial expenses; and any other expenses approved by the Secretary of
the Treasury under regulations.



Earnings on an ABLE account and distributions from the account for qualified disability expenses would not count as taxable income of the contributor or the eligible beneficiary.
Contributions to an ABLE account would have to be made in cash from the contributor’s after-tax income.



Assets in an ABLE account and distributions from the account for qualified disability expenses would be disregarded when determining the qualified beneficiary’s eligibility for most federal means-tested benefits. For SSI, only the first $100,000 in each ABLE account would be
disregarded.



Accounts can be opened by early 2016.

Watch for more information on FSRC sponsored presentation on ABLE for parents and other
family members to be held later this year.
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Agency & Community News

Exploring Art Night!
It’s TIME to CELEBRATE SPRING!
FREE art class for Family Support & Resource Center families
Instructor: Art Therapist Molly Linn-Miller
WHAT: Choose from several spring -themed art activities and explore a variety of art
materials such as paint, colored clay, tissue paper, and 3-D items
WHO: ALL ages and abilities are welcome! Bring a friend or family member!
WHEN: Tuesday, April 21, from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
WHERE: Community Outreach Waisman, 122 E. Olin Ave, Madison WI 53713
HOW: SPACE IS LIMITED. RSVP by Thursday, April 16, to your case manager or FSRC,
237-7630. Please only RSVP if you are sure to attend as there will be a waiting list.
Parent feedback from winter art class, “Art night was great! The kids had a
really good time with the different activities. Thank you FSRC for the good fun.”

Special Equipment Brings New
Experiences for Father & Son
by Katy Nichols

Landon Messmann, age 10, loves the outdoors- fishing, hunting, riding on his bike,
and spending time with his dad, David Messmann. Since Landon was a young boy, David
has been taking Landon out so that they can
hunt together. As Landon’s love of hunting
grew, he went from observing his dad to participating in the activity.
Due to Landon’s
Cerebral Palsy, David knew that Landon
would need some special equipment to help
with his hunting, and turned to Buckmasters
American Deer Foundation (BADF) to locate
what he needed.
When BADF heard of Landon’s need for special equipment, they went to work with David
and Landon to determine what he needed,
and within days had equipment in his hand.

With a special mount, an electronic trigger
activator and a scope video display, Landon
and his father can now work together to get
game in the crosshairs.
The first time Landon and David went hunting
with the new equipment, Landon took a big
tom turkey. “A tom came walking in to the
decoys, and Landon made a good shot with
the new gear,” David said. “I have never seen
someone push a button so fast. All I got out
was “Shoo,” and boom, he fired. It’s so neat
to see how proud he is when he tells people
about shooting his own turkeys.”
After hearing about Landon’s success with the
equipment, BADF invited Landon and his father to join them on a deer hunt, all expenses
paid. Away they flew in January of this year
to Alabama for Landon’s Life Hunt. He was
part of a group including wounded warriors
and other youth with disabilities hunting from
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Agency & Community News

by Jessica Swan

all over the country. Landon was able to get
a buck and a doe during his Life Hunt, and
both he and his dad reported that it was an
“amazing experience.” Landon is a wonderful
example of perseverance through adversity,
and all are proud of his hard work and accomplishments.
by Jessica Swan

In the endurance sports community there is a
feeling of camaraderie and connectedness
that many people have not experienced. An
organization called My Team Triumph strives
to make it possible for people of all abilities to
share in the excitement and fulfillment that
comes from participating in a race and crossing a finish line.
Jennifer Schmidt, mom to Rylan, first found
out about My Team Triumph in 2013 through
her sister in-law, who was preparing to run
the Brewers Mini Marathon in Milwaukee. She
sent Jennifer a link to My Team Triumph and
said, "Hey, I would like to push Rylan in this
Half Marathon, what do you think"? In Jennifer’s words, “if you have never let your special needs child go that long without you, it
can be a little scary to think about. But let me
tell you it was so worth it. Rylan's dad ended
up running the race as well. That was his
first Half Marathon and he hasn't looked back
since”.
The Madison Chapter opened up last year and
participated in 10 Races!

Jennifer states, “Rylan is a non-verbal, nonmobile child but when he gets in his race chair,
it is like something we have never seen. He
moves his hands and raises them up above his
head, as if he is cheering and getting excited
as he is being pushed. People yell Rylan’s
name when they see it on his race chair and
Rylan raises his arms up like he’s fist pumping.
I can't tell you how amazing it was to hear
that from his team that was pushing him. It
brought tears to my eyes. I realized this is
what Rylan loves to do and I want to be a part
of it with my husband. And let me tell you, I
was not a runner. I hated running but when
you get to see your child open up in ways you
never imagined you don't even realize you are
running. I ran my first 10k with him last year
in the Middleton Haunted Hustle and I will never ever forget it. I now have a plan to run a
Half Marathon with Rylan and my husband in
the next few years.
W i t h o u t
R yl a n
I
would have
never experienced this
organization
or my running ability.
This not only helps children
and
adults that
n e v e r
t h o u g h t
they
could
p a r t i c i p at e
in a race,
but it also
changes the
lives of the
people pushing them to the finish line. The
spring can't come soon enough for the
Schmidt family to get back on the streets and
start training! Hope to see you there”! There
is a season kick off presentation at Endurance
House West in Greenway Station on March
24th at 6pm. To see upcoming races or to
learn more visit www.myteamtriumph-wi.org
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Spring Break
Swing Into Spring with Aldo Leopold Nature Center March 28 10am-1pm FREE
Explore different nature stations, build your own terrarium, and much more! Visit www.AmFam.com/DreamBank
or call 608-286-3150 to sign up. Location: DreamBank, 1 North Pinckney in Madison
Kids in the Rotunda March 28th & 4 Shows at 9:30am, 11am, *1pm (with sign language)
March 28 = The Figureheads (positive hip-hop) April 4 = The Okee Dokee Brothers (bluegrass)
Location: Overture Center for the Arts, 201 State Street in Madison

FREE

Healthy Habits Week at Madison Children’s Museum March 30-April 3 Open 9:30am—5pm $$
This spring break celebration focuses on health. There will be displays, healthy food choices, active play, safety
tips, games, and more! Visit www.MadisonChildrensMuseum.org for admission prices and programs or call 608256-6445. Location: 100 N. Hamilton Street in Madison
Madison Public Library Programs FREE
Lots of great programs are offered during Spring Break. Go to www.MadisonPublicLibrary.org, select “Events &
Classes”.
Tunes at Monona Terrace April 1 5:30-7pm FREE
Fuzzy Side Up will be performing. They formed in 2006 and are know for their classic hits. Location: Monona Terrace, Exhibition Hall, 1 John Nolen Drive in Madison
Playtimes of the Past April 3 & 4 10am-2pm FREE (Suggested donation: $3/child, $4/adult OR $10/
family)
Get ready to bike! Create handle bar streamers, helmet decorations, and more! Learn the history of Badger bicycling and see the new “Shifting Gears” exhibit. Location: WI Historical Museum, 30 N. Carroll Street in Madison
April Showers Bring May Flowers April 4 10am-1pm FREE
The whole family will have fun making umbrella crafts in honor of warmer, wetter weather. Visit
www.AmFam.com/DreamBank or call 608-286-3150 to sign up. Location: DreamBank, 1 North Pinckney in Madison
Family Fun Easter Festival April 5 10:30am-3pm FREE
There will be lots of activities for kids including: pictures with the Easter Bunny, games, and crafts. From 11am2pm take part in the traditional Easter Egg Hunt. If you find the golden egg you win a big prize! Location: Edgewater Hotel, 1001 Wisconsin Place in Madison

Family Support & Resource Center
101 Nob Hill Road, Suite 201
Madison, WI 53713
ph 608.237.7630 fx 608.237.7524
Return Service Requested

FSRC Board of Directors
Deb Notstad, President
Joe Herr, Vice President
Paul White, Secretary
Isabel Agasie
Teri Smith
Lisa Hoeme
Dan Woodson
Paola Perez
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Heidi Rossiter, Executive Director
Karin Finken, Business Manager
Lori Dobberstein, Office Manager
Becky Ogiba, FSP Assistant Director
Jennifer Babb, Administrative Assistant
Liz Fok, Administrative Support
Family Support
Sarah Bennett
Josh Davidson
Sara Frazier
Ginger Ganser
Katie Grady
Jarrid Heim
Ann Junkin
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Kari Mork
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Amy Polka
Kristi Ratley
Tracee RockowVivier
Celsa Rodriguez
Kari Schadler
Jessica Swan
MaiSee Thao
Kevin Yanke

Website: www.fsrcdane.org

Yes, I want to support FSRC’s mission to
keep Dane County families together!
Enclosed is my gift in the amount of:
$10 $25 $50 $100 $500 other __________________
Please charge my Visa or MasterCard:
Card#_______________________________Exp date___________
Signature_______________________________________________
Specific designation _____________________________________
Name__________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
City______________________ State______ Zip________________
Phone (_____)___________ Email address_____________________
May we publish your name in campaign materials? Yes No

The Family Support & Resource Center provides respite care, financial assistance, case management and other family support services
that give families hope—that their son or daughter with a disability
will thrive with in-home care.
Your support is greatly appreciated!
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